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Supporting your child with revision 
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It is ever more important in today’s employment market that your child takes every 
opportunity to secure the best possible grades to ensure a successful future. Revising 
regularly at school and at home will positively contribute to their exam success. This 
leaflet offers some suggestions to support your child with revision. 

You don’t need to be an expert in your 
child’s subjects to support them, so here 
are some suggestions that help with 
revision: 

▪ Check the academy website for dates 
of any assessments or exams and 
remind your child.

▪ Encourage your child to revise for up 
to a maximum of one hour per 
revision session in length.

▪ Ensure your child has the correct 
revision guides and exam past papers 
to use. 

▪ Help condense notes onto 
postcards/flashcards to act as revision
prompts.

▪ Time your child’s attempts at past 
papers. 

Encouraging breaks and healthy snacks.

• Stock up on healthy snacks and try to 
encourage regular snack intervals.

• Encourage your child to take regular 
breaks as it’s important to have a 
change of scene to keep the mind 
fresh. Regular exercise can really 
help. A brisk walk around the block 
can help clear the mind before the 
next revision session. 

• A good night’s sleep before an exam 
is essential, so discourage your child 
from staying up late to cram.

• On the morning of an assessment or 
exam encourage your child to eat 
breakfast even if they are feeling 
nervous.

• Avoid joining in the feeling of 
nervousness, be confident. 

Keeping your child motivated. 
Encourage your child to do well for his or her own sake rather than for money or to 
please you. Explain that exams aren’t an end in themselves, but a gateway to the next 
stage of life - to college, apprenticeships or employment. 



If your child has a mobile phone, here are a number of  apps that can be downloaded 
to support revision. 

The following stationery can support your 
child with revision:
❑ Post-it notes
❑ Pen, ruler, highlighters
❑ Paper or notepad
❑ Flash cards
❑ Revision guides 
All of these items are available for your 
child to purchase from the rewards site 
with their reward stamps. Encourage them 
to use their stamps to get equipped and 
revision ready.   

Get your child equipped and revision ready 

The internet can be a great revision tool, but type "GCSE 
revision" into Google, and you'll find about 140,000 websites 
waiting for a visit. Trawling through these and printing out 
information may feel like revision, but your child will 
probably have learnt very little. 

To ensure students access the best quality and 
most appropriate revision websites we have 
collated them on our departmental FROG pages.

Students can access these links by logging into their 
school FROG account using their username and 
password.

All departmental pages can be accessed by clicking 
on the tabs on the right hand side, then selecting 
the GCSE revision links.



The Big 6 Revision strategies are designed to support revision for written examinations. These 
revision strategies are used in the classroom in almost all subjects that your child is studying that 
contain a written examination. A copy of the Big 6 can be found in the student planner, encourage 
your child to use these revision strategies when revising at home. 

Supporting revision for written examinations 



The Big Practical 6 Revision strategies are designed to prepare students for assessments in practical 
subjects. A copy of the Practical 6 can be found in the student planner, encourage your child to use 
these revision strategies when preparing for an assessment in subjects such as PE, Dance, Drama, 
Music and Art. 

Supporting revision for practical assessments 



Key Questions 

When are assessments taking place? 
Pre Public Examinations (PPEs) are practice assessment that take place in 
December and March.

How will I know how well my child has done in the assessments? 
In addition to the progress reports you receive throughout the year, we will be 
holding a mock results assembly for the PPEs. This day will replicate the August 
results day and give students an overview of how they have done in all their 
subjects.

When are GCSE examinations taking place?
Before the GCSE examinations begin, your child will receive a personalised exam 
timetable, showing the dates and times of the exams they will sit. Dates for all 
GCSE examinations for 2023 can be accessed on the next page of the guide.

When is after school revision? 
After school revision is called Session 7 and takes place between 2.45pm and 
3.45pm each afternoon. A different subject is delivered each night.  Session 7 may 
take the form of practice questions, repeating topics or skills, drafting writing, 
working with the teacher in a small group or working with a learning mentor in a 
small group. 

Your child will have a sticker in their planner indicating which subjects for Session 
7 they should attend. If your child has not been allocated Session 7 for a specific 
subject, please do not worry, this will be because your child may not require 
additional support at that time. If you are concerned about your child’s revision or 
allocation of Session 7 please contact Miss Hunter, Director of Year 11.



Exam Dates 2023 



To support Year 11 students prepare for their upcoming examinations there will be 
revision sessions held throughout the Easter holidays.

Please view the timetable below to see which subjects are being delivered on each 
day. Students should ensure they arrive 10 minutes before each session starts, 
once students are in the building they will not be allowed to leave and return 
later.

Students who attend 4 or more revision sessions will receive 250 extra reward 
stamps.

Easter revision is an important part of your child’s preparation for their upcoming 
examinations, please support your child in attending these valuable sessions.

Holiday Revision



Attendance Matters and 
Every Lesson Counts 

95% sounds like good attendance, but this actually means your child will have 
missed 54 lessons. Our school target for attendance is 97% and the table below 
shows the impact of attendance on learning.

It is worth knowing that under The Education Act 1999, parents have a legal 
responsibility to ensure their child’s regular attendance at the school where they 
are registered. If a child of compulsory school age who is registered at a school 
fails to attend regularly at the school, the parent is guilty of an offence under this 
Act.

You can support your child to achieve better attendance by:
• always informing the academy if your child is absent due to illness or family 

bereavement/crisis
• arrange dental and medical appointments outside academy hours where 

possible
• take family holidays outside term time
• discuss any problems or difficulties with Miss Hunter, Director of Year for Year 
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Attendance 
during one 
school year

Days absent Weeks absent
Number of 

lessons missed

Absence 
over five 

years

95% 9 days 2 weeks 54 lessons ¼ year

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons ½ year

80% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons 1 year

70% 57 days 11½ weeks 288 lessons 1¼ years

60% 80 days 16 weeks 400 lessons 2 years

50% 100 days 20 weeks 500 lessons 2½ years


