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27th January 2023 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
RE: Strike Action on Wednesday 1st February 2023 
 
As you may have seen in the news this week, the National Education Union (NEU) has voted to take strike action 
in schools over a number of days in February and March in relation to ongoing national disputes relating to pay. 
The NEU has stated that it balloted its members because of a “failure by the Secretary of State in England to ensure 

enough money is available to pay a fully-funded increase in pay for teachers which at least matches inflation, and 
which begins to restore lost pay”. 
 
Only qualified teachers who are members of the NEU or who are not part of a trade union may take part in the 
industrial strike action.  This does mean, however, that some professionals in our academy may not be in school 
as a consequence of the proposed industrial action. The dates where strike action is currently planned to take place 

are Wednesday 1st February 2023, Tuesday 28th February 2023, Wednesday 15th March 2023 and Thursday 16th 
March 2023.  
 
The Department for Education has updated its ‘Handling Strike Action in Schools’ guidance where it has set out 
that Headteachers, governing bodies and academy trusts are to take all reasonable steps to keep schools open for 
as many students as possible. As I am sure you will appreciate, this is very much dependent on the number of 
professionals who will be taking part in strike action on the dates provided above.  

 
We have tried to give parents and carers as much notice as possible of these circumstances. We appreciate that 

any partial closure may be disruptive to you, for which we apologise. With a number of staff off, a partial school 
closure is required for pupil safety. For example, we have considered how the school would respond to a fire or 
other emergency with reduced teacher numbers. We hope that you understand we have not taken these decisions 
lightly and had to take decisions to secure the health and safety of your child and any non-striking staff. 

What will happen at the school during the strike on Wednesday 1st February?  

- The school will be open to Years 7 and 11 only 
- The school day will finish at 2:00pm for Year 7 and 2:45pm for Year 11 

Please note that for the year groups listed above there is a requirement that parents/carers send their child to 
school as the Department for Education expects all school-registered children of compulsory school age to be in 
attendance on school opening days. This is regardless of parental choice or the closure of other classes at school. 

For the year groups who are not in school, the link below will provide a range of online lessons that your child can 

access if not in school so that they can continue to learn on this day: https://classroom.thenational.academy/ 

For future announced strike dates in February and March, we will inform you of our contingency plans nearer the 
time of these dates. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

       
Mr D Gurney                                           Mrs S Roberts  
Executive Headteacher                            Head of school 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/

